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National Immunization Awareness Month

COVID-19 Vaccine Updates

Protecting Your Vaccine Supply in Severe Weather

Flu Vaccines and More!



An updated monovalent COVID-19 vaccine with an XBB-lineage of the Omicron
variant will be available on the commercial market this fall. Here are the
presentations that will be avialable:

In anticipation of this transition, ordering for bivalent COVID-19 vaccine closed
on August 1, 2023. If you do not have enough bivalent COVID-19 vaccine to
serve your patients through the end of September, please reach out to
COVID19vaccine@cityofchicago.org for assistance locating extra doses. 

All VFC providers will be required to provide COVID-19 vaccines
upon commercialization. VFC COVID-19 vaccine pre-book survey is
here: 2023-24 COVID-19 Pre-book. It will be open until
Wednesday, September 6th. 
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COVID-19 VACCINE UPDATES

Join us for bi-weekly updates on Fridays. Webinars
hosted by the Illinois Chapter, American Academy of

Pediatrics (ICAAP) will cover clinical updates, COVID-19
commercialization, reporting, etc. The next webinar is
August 18 at 12pm. Register through QR code or at

illinoisaap.org/events.

STAY UPDATED

mailto:%20COVID19vaccine@cityofchicago.org
mailto:%20COVID19vaccine@cityofchicago.org
https://redcap.dph.illinois.gov/surveys/?s=K7PK7MRKCJLWDT3N
mailto:%20COVID19vaccine@cityofchicago.org
http://illinoisaap.org/events
mailto:%20COVID19vaccine@cityofchicago.org


MENVEO 1-VIAL PRESENTATION IS COMING TO VFC

A single dose vial presentation of the meningococcal vaccine, MENVEO, was
approved by the FDA in October 2022. This presentation is expected to be
available to VFC providers to order starting on September 1, 2023. In the
meantime, staff should keep an eye on their current stock of meningococcal
vaccine and consider ordering only what is absolutely necessary so they can place
orders for single-dose vials once available. See additional education on this new
presentation from GSK on the last two pages of this bulletin.
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FLU VACCINE STRATEGY

Start administering flu vaccine once you receive it - do not wait for the updated
COVID-19 vaccines. You can co-administer! 
Offer flu vaccine for children coming in for their back-to-school appointments.
They might not return later just for their flu vaccine!

Children 6 months through 8 years who require two doses should receive
the first dose as soon as vaccine is available.
Vaccinations given during August can be considered for children of any age
who require only one dose.

Do not rely on patients visiting a pharmacy for their flu vaccine, Illinois
pharmacies do not offer the VFC program and we want to ensure VFC-eligible
children are getting vaccinated at no cost.  

Respiratory virus season is quickly approaching! Remember, it is a requirement
for Chicago VFC providers to carry flu vaccine. If you have not ordered flu vaccine
for this year yet, please use the pre-booking survey here or reach out to
ChicagoVFC@cityofchicago.org if pre-booking has closed.  It is expected that flu
vaccine shipments will start in mid-month this month. Once you receive your
vaccine, consider these strategies for flu vaccine administration...

  

https://redcap.dph.illinois.gov/surveys/?s=7LR9N7TY7NRCE97L
mailto:%20ChicagoVFC@cityofchicago.org


A recent study published in Pediatrics examined how many toddlers aged 19-35
months in the U.S. complete their full, recommended vaccine series. The vaccines
included in the study were: DTaP, Hib, HepB, PCV, IPV, MMR, and VAR. The
researchers found that only 73% of toddlers finish all these vaccine series. 10% of
toddlers never initiate the vaccines, while 17% (over 1 in 6 children) start the
series, but never complete it. 

Of the 17% that never completed their series, researchers found that the most
common reason why was due to structural barriers. Many parents face obstacles
such as moving to a new area, changes in health insurance, changes in routine
schedule, and other events that prevent them from ensuring their child/children
completes their recommended vaccines. Researchers further examined socio-
demographic factors related to having incomplete series and found that children
living in a lower income household or rented home were more likely to have an
incomplete series. Black children were more likely to be missing a vaccine dose in a
series than White children.

Having an incomplete vaccine series puts children, their families, and their
communities at risk. Strategies to help reduce structural barriers to vaccination like
flexible scheduling, reminder systems, and participation in the VFC program can
help reduce these barriers and ensure children are healthy and protected. 

Read the AAP article here or the full study here.

SOME KIDS AREN'T COMPLETING THEIR MULTIDOSE
VACCINE SERIES
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https://publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/25200/Study-17-of-toddlers-don-t-finish-all-vaccine?autologincheck=redirected
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article-abstract/doi/10.1542/peds.2022-059844/192854/Failure-to-Complete-Multidose-Vaccine-Series-in?redirectedFrom=fulltext?autologincheck=redirected
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NATIONAL IMMUNIZATION AWARENESS MONTH &
BACK-TO-SCHOOL

2023/2034 CPS Immunization Requirements
Information on allowable exemptions in IL
Handouts for patients and families
Social media images and post copy to share out on your professional or
personal accounts!

August is National Immunization Awareness Month and back-to-school
month for Chicago Public Schools (CPS). To recognize this busy month,
ICAAP has developed a toolkit to help you promote routine vaccinations. In
the toolkit, you'll can find... 

VFC TRAINING REMINDER
If you have not completed the 2023 Regional VFC Training, you are over due.

Because of this, you may notice that your vaccine ordering privileges have
been suspended. In order to restore your ordering privileges: Two staff
members from your VFC site must complete the training, available here.

Training must be completed individually. Each person must create an
account, complete the modules, submit a post-test, and course evaluation.

 
See pages 3-5 of the May 2023 VFC new bulletin for  instructions on how to

access the training and reach out to Monica Del Ciello at
mdelciello@illinoisaap.com if you have any additional questions.

Download the Toolkit

https://icaap.remote-learner.net/
https://www.chicagohan.org/alert-detail?p_p_id=hanalertdetailsweb&p_p_lifecycle=2&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_resource_id=download&p_p_cacheability=cacheLevelPage&_hanalertdetailsweb_attachmentId=45699261&_hanalertdetailsweb_alertId=46678378
mailto:mdelciello@illinoisaap.com
https://illinoisaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Back-to-SchoolNational-IZ-Toolkit-2023-1.pdf


UPCOMING EVENTS

This summer, we’ve seen a number of severe weather events in Illinois and across
the US. These various weather-related issues like fires, floods, tornadoes, and
extreme heat may lead to power outages. To safeguard the vaccine supply for
patients and fiscal responsibility, it’s crucial to take necessary precautions.
Immunize.org offers resources to assist clinical staff in evaluating vaccine storage
and implementing emergency procedures in the office. Some of the tips include:
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ICAAP Immunizations Webinar: Vaccine Policy & Advocacy
Tuesday, August 15th at 12PM

Bi-weekly COVID-19 Commercialization Updates
Friday, August 18 at 12PM
Friday, September 1 at 12PM
Friday, September 15 at 12PM

Illinois Vaccinates Against COVID-19 (I-VAC) Virtual Bootcamp
Thursday August 24th from 8:00AM – 12:30PM

PROTECTING YOUR VACCINE
SUPPLY IN SEVERE WEATHER

1.    Assign a vaccine storage “master” and a back-up person
to handle storage issues when the “master” is unavailable.
2.    Use visual cues to remind staff which vaccines go in the
freezer and refrigerator.
3.    Ensure the temperature monitoring device is set
accurately to record vaccine temperatures every 30 minutes.
4.    In case of temperature deviations, assign someone to follow the protocol to save
vaccines, especially for offices participating in the Vaccines for Children (VFC)
program.
5.    Follow the first in, first out rule for vaccine usage and check for expired vaccines.
6.    Put signs by electrical outlets indicating, “DO NOT UNPLUG” or “DO NOT STOP
POWER.”  Read the full article here.

https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3035.pdf
https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3036.pdf
https://www.chop.edu/news/technically-speaking-fires-and-floods-and-tornadoes-oh-my-protecting-your-vaccine-supply?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=technically+speaking&utm_content=vaccine+storage+handling+tips&utm_campaign=vecupdatesJuly2023
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NEW MONOCLONAL ANTIBODY TO
PROTECT INFANTS FROM RSV 
In an article published by the AAP: A new
monoclonal antibody to protect infants and high-risk
toddlers from respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) is
expected to be available this fall, following approval
by the CDC. The approval came shortly after the
CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices (ACIP) provided an enthusiastic
recommendation while acknowledging there are
logistical hurdles like cost to overcome.

“This is a spectacular advancement. It’s going to
help families and offices keep kids out of the
hospital,” said ACIP member Jamie Loehr, M.D.,
FAAFP, a family physician. “ … There will be growing
pains, but I don’t want to lose sight of how important
this advancement is.” Read more from the AAP here.

STORAGE & HANDLING OF COVID-19  VACCINES 
Remember storage and handling varies by manufacturer and formulation.
Please ensure you are familiar with the requirements, which can be
reviewed here. 

NOVAVAX

https://publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/25339/CDC-approves-monoclonal-antibody-to-protect?searchresult=1
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/index.html





