
COVID-19 Question and Answer Session
for Long-Term Care and Congregate Residential Settings

August 6th, 2021

The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 



Housekeeping

• All attendees in listen-only mode

• Submit questions via Q&A pod to All Panelists

• Slides and recording will be made available later
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Agenda

• Upcoming Webinars
• New IDPH website – LTC Facility-level COVID-19 Data
• NHSN Data Quality Reminders
• Ultrasound Gel Recall
• Outbreak Duration for LTCF vs. Local Health Department
• Vaccinations and Masking
• Open Q & A

Slides and recording will be made available after the session. 3



IDPH webinars

Slides and recordings will be made available after the sessions.

Upcoming Friday Brief Updates and Open Q&A
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm

Friday, August 13th https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=e5d5ed606542b0833b
fe9aa1523aa7501

Friday, August 20th https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=e0126a739a506f4d32
6923e7e17b8033d

Friday, August 27th https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=ebdd71e46e988773f3
e457c4b747e135b

Previously recordedwebinars can be viewed on the IDPH Portal 
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https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=e5d5ed606542b0833bfe9aa1523aa7501
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=e0126a739a506f4d326923e7e17b8033d
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=ebdd71e46e988773f3e457c4b747e135b
https://dph.partner.illinois.gov/communities/communicabledisease/CDAZ/Pages/COVID%2019%20CD%20Section%20Recorded%20Webinars.aspx


CMS website – Facility-level data map

Uses NHSN data  only CMS-
certified skilled nursing facilities 
included.

https://data.cms.gov/covid-19/covid-19-
nursing-home-data

https://data.cms.gov/covid-19/covid-19-nursing-home-data


CMS website – Facility-level data map

NURSING HOME NAME
Address



New IDPH website – LTC Facility-level COVID-19 Data



New IDPH website – Facility-level vaccination rates

Uses same NHSN data as CMS map.

Important to ensure accuracy when 
reporting to NHSN!

http://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/long-
term-care-facility-data

FACILITY NAME

http://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/long-term-care-facility-data


IDPH website – Facility-level case/death/vax

FACILITY NAME

Address
County

FACILITY NAME

Address
County

FACILITY NAME

Address
County



NHSN VACCINE MODULE –
DATA QUALITY REMINDERS

 Check that numbers of partially and fully vaccinated individuals are in their respective 
boxes

 Avoid delayed reporting

 CMS looks at a Monday-Sunday reporting week and pulls the data soon after

 Registering an additional NHSN user may be helpful

 https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/covid19/ltcf/add-user-508.pdf
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• For LTCF outbreaks 
– Facility needs to follow the LTC guidance for outbreak response, starting with one case.  
– Facility outbreak response has different time frames of 14 days for considering an outbreak response 

completed
– If facility goes 14 days with no new cases, then the facility may move out of outbreak response  

• For Local Health Departments
– LHD report into ORS, outbreak duration for COVID-19 outbreak is two incubation periods or 28 days before 

the LHD considers the outbreak over
– For ORS, the outbreak stays open until 28 days with no new cases.

• Case Study, 
– A facility has a positive case, and tests every 3-7 days for 14 days with no new cases 
– They have a new case 5 days after completing that first 14-day period 
– The facility has to initiate new outbreak response measures again as per LTC guidance  
– But LHD can keep the same outbreak open in ORS because they didn’t go 28 days without a new case

• So even though LTC outbreak response measures may have to be implemented several times, until the facility 
goes 28 days with no new cases, the LHD would keep the same outbreak open in ORS. 
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Outbreak Duration for LTCF vs. Local Health Department 
for COVID-19  



Core Infection Prevention Practices 
Hand Hygiene

Source Control / PPE

Respiratory Protection / Ventilation  

Detection, Isolation

Surface Cleaning / 
Disinfecting

Screening and Surveillance 

Image: Harper College



Vaccinations are our strongest 
and best tool

Vaccination prevents severe 
illness and deaths

“Pandemic of the Unvaccinated”



• Children under 10 being hospitalize now account for 15% of all persons 
hospitalized

• Children 10-19 hospitalized for COVID-19 no account for 23% of all 
persons hospitalized 

• Delta variant has been predominate strain
• Community masking is important
• Vaccinations are our strongest and best tool 
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Vaccinations and Masking
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Variants are Spreading Quickly
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June 29, 2021 to July 5, 2021 July 29, 2021 to August 4, 2021
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Breach of Safety and Healthcare Responsibility Not to Help 
Protect Residents and Coworkers with Vaccination:

Do No Harm



• Masks required indoors for all daycares, and preschool through 
grade 12 (P-12) students and teachers

• Require vaccinations for State employees working in congregate 
care settings (State VAs, Correctional Facilities, Department of 
Human Services Developmental Centers, and State Psychiatric 
facilities)- Effective October 4, 2021

• Universal Mask mandate required for all residents, staff, and 
visitors in congregate care/long term care of Congregate care/Long 
Term Care

19

Three Key Steps to Protect Illinois from Variants



Residents and Visitors Staff/HCP
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• Cloth Face Covering (Launder)
• Procedure Mask (Change frequently, 

discard if soiled or damaged)

• Procedure/surgical Mask (Discard 
if removed, soiled, or damaged)

• Respirator

Source: Johns Hopkins 

https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/health/conditions-and-diseases/coronavirus/proper-mask-wearing-coronavirus-prevention-infographic


Vaccination and Masking
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Vaccines work 

Masks work as both source control and PPE

Ventilation works

Outdoor activities have the lowest risk of transmission

Delta variant of SARS-CoV-2 risk is greater if you are not vaccinated

Modifications of the guidance in final review



Open Q&A

Submit questions via Q&A pod to All Panelists

Please do not resubmit a single question multiple times

Slides and recording will be made available after the session.
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Reminders
• SIREN Registration

• To receive situational awareness from IDPH, please use this link to guide you 
to the correct registration instructions for your public health related 
classification: http://www.dph.illinois.gov/siren

• NHSN Assistance:   
• Contact Telligen: nursinghome@telligen.com

23The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of 
Public Health 

http://www.dph.illinois.gov/siren
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