
COVID-19 Question and Answer Session
for Long-Term Care and Congregate Residential Settings

July 23rd, 2021

The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 



Housekeeping

• All attendees in listen-only mode

• Submit questions via Q&A pod to All Panelists

• Slides and recording will be made available later
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Agenda

• Upcoming Webinars
• HHS Point-of-Care Test Exchange
• CMS Data:  COVID-19 Nursing Home Data
• Delta Variant
• NHSN Vaccination Data
• N95 and Eye/Face Protection with a Positive COVID-19 Case
• Open Q & A

Slides and recording will be made available after the session. 3



IDPH webinars

Slides and recordings will be made available after the sessions.

Upcoming Friday Brief Updates and Open Q&A
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm

Friday, July 30th https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=e962291424a9ff6a788
8aeac5eb1ae9a2

Previously recordedwebinars can be viewed on the IDPH Portal 
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https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=e962291424a9ff6a7888aeac5eb1ae9a2
https://dph.partner.illinois.gov/communities/communicabledisease/CDAZ/Pages/COVID%2019%20CD%20Section%20Recorded%20Webinars.aspx


HHS Point-of-Care Test Exchange

• Federal government set up POC Test Exchange.
• Goal: provide easy way for facilities to ask for additional tests from 

others or offer surplus tests to others.

Instructions: 
1. Go to this link: https://forms.gle/fzV51zF9AdojYE3eA
2. Complete the form, including the number and type of tests kits 
needed/ have in surplus 
3. Submit form 

https://forms.gle/fzV51zF9AdojYE3eA


• Once organizations have 
entered their preferences they 
will be matched to other 
organizations, if available, and 
introduced using the contact 
information that they provided 
in the form. 

• Testing organizations will be 
responsible for shipping and 
other logistics related to the 
exchange. 



FAQ from last week – SARS-CoV-2 in Visitor

A: At minimum, those who were exposed to the confirmed case need to 
be tested. A positive in a resident or staff would initiate outbreak testing.

Exposed resident needs to quarantine.
Please discuss further details with your 
local health department. They may have 

additional recommendations.

Highlights need for visitors to maintain 
source control and physical distancing 

from others while in building.

Q: A visitor was in the facility during their pre-symptomatic period and 
later tested positive. Would this trigger facility-wide outbreak testing?



CMS Data:  COVID-19 Nursing Home Data

8https://data.cms.gov/covid-19/covid-19-nursing-home-data

https://data.cms.gov/covid-19/covid-19-nursing-home-data


How to Navigate New Landing Page for CMS
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Test Positivity Rates
June 30-July 13 
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Filter by state
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Filter or sort by county
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New CMS Website!!!!

https://data.cms.gov/covid-19/covid-19-nursing-home-data
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Illinois is planning 
to also publish 
this publicly 
available data on 
the IDPH website
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Delta COVID-19 variant now 83% of US Cases
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Results
“The viral loads in the Delta infections were ~1000 times higher than those in the 
earlier 19A/19B strain infections on the day when viruses were firstly detected.”

https://virological.org/t/viral-infection-and-transmission-in-a-large-well-traced-outbreak-
caused-by-the-delta-sars-cov-2-variant/724



Core Infection Prevention Practices 
Hand Hygiene

Source Control / PPE

Respiratory Protection / Ventilation  

Detection, Isolation

Surface Cleaning / 
Disinfecting

Screening and Surveillance 

Image: Harper College



NHSN Surveillance for COVID-19 Vaccination through 7/19/21

Data reported from 726 facilities (724 reported both resident and staff data 
and 2 reported only resident data)

Median – Total Vaccination 
Resident: 89%
Staff: 60%
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CMS Certified Facilities who are not Regularly Reporting

Number of Facilities

No Update to both Resident and Staff data in 2 Weeks 12

No Update to Resident data alone in 2 Weeks 1

No Update to Staff data alone in 2 Weeks 1

No Data Entered in the Vaccine Module Ever 4



Question: Please confirm:  When a staff is positive within 48 hours of being 
at the facility, then outbreak testing begins and N95 and eye protection is 
to be worn.
Answer: YES. All direct care staff need to move to fit tested N95s and 
eye/face protection.

25

N95 and Eye/Face Protection with a Positive COVID-19 Case



Open Q&A

Submit questions via Q&A pod to All Panelists

Please do not resubmit a single question multiple times

Slides and recording will be made available after the session.
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Reminders
• SIREN Registration

• To receive situational awareness from IDPH, please use this link to guide you 
to the correct registration instructions for your public health related 
classification: http://www.dph.illinois.gov/siren

• NHSN Assistance:   
• Contact Telligen: nursinghome@telligen.com

27The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of 
Public Health 

http://www.dph.illinois.gov/siren
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