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Agenda

• COVID-19 Epidemiology 

• COVID Reminders, Updates, and FAQs

• Questions & Answers
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Chicago Dashboard
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Source: https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home/covid-dashboard.html



IDPH Regional Resurgence Metrics: 
Region 11
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Source: https://www.dph.illinois.gov/regionmetrics?regionID=11



Chicago Travel Advisory
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Source: https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home/emergency-travel-order.html



COVID Variants of Concern in HHS 
Region 5 (includes Illinois) 
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Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions



SNF COVID-19 Cases by Role & 
Vaccination Status 21/30 (70%) of cases with 

specimen collection dates 
in the past 14 days were 
breakthrough infections. 



Update: Executive Order 2021-22

• Extended deadline for 
implementation: 
• Staff must receive their first dose of 

vaccine by September 19th and their 
second dose within 30 days after the first 
dose

• Staff who are unvaccinated must be 
tested at least weekly 

• Staff who are not fully vaccinated and do 
not have a negative test result within the 
past 7 days must be excluded from work

• IDPH released a FAQ document on 
September 7th via SIREN
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Source: https://www.illinois.gov/government/executive-orders/executive-order.executive-order-number-22.2021.html



Executive Order 2021-22 FAQs
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Source: IDPH SIREN Alert



Executive Order 2021-22 FAQs
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Source: IDPH SIREN Alert



Update: Federal Vaccination Regulation
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• Expanded forthcoming 
emergency regulations 
to include additional 
healthcare settings 
(e.g., home health 
agencies)

• CMS will issue an 
Interim Final Rule (with 
comment period) in 
October with more 
specifics

Source: https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/biden-harris-administration-expand-vaccination-requirements-health-care-settings



CDC COVID Data Tracker
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Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_community
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CDC COVID Data Tracker

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_community



Update: CMS Routine Testing Frequency 
Requirements for Unvaccinated/Partially 
Vaccinated Staff
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Source: https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-38-nh-revised.pdf

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-38-nh-revised.pdf


Update: CMS Routine Testing Frequency 
Requirements for Unvaccinated/Partially 
Vaccinated Staff

• The facility should test all unvaccinated staff at the frequency 
prescribed in based on the level of community transmission 
reported in the past week. 
• If the level of community transmission increases to a higher level of activity, 

the facility should begin testing staff at the frequency shown in the table as 
soon as the criteria for the higher activity level are met.

• If the level of community transmission decreases to a lower level of activity, 
the facility should continue testing staff at the higher frequency level until 
the level of community transmission has remained at the lower activity level 
for at least two weeks before reducing testing frequency.
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Source: https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-38-nh-revised.pdf

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-38-nh-revised.pdf


Updated CDC Guidance for Nursing 
Homes

• Updated guidance issued 
on September 10th

• Includes updates to 
quarantine, testing, 
outbreak response, and 
visitation guidance

• IDPH is working on modifying 
their guidance accordingly, 
so stay tuned!

• For more information, visit: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coron
avirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-
term-care.html

16
Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html


Update: Upcoming FDA Meeting re: 
Boosters

17Source: https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee-september-17-2021-meeting-

announcement#event-information

https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee-september-17-2021-meeting-announcement#event-information


Reminder: Vaccine Booster Clinics

• SNFs currently connected with a COVID vaccine provider should work with 
that provider to set up booster clinics for residents and staff 

• If your facility does not have a COVID vaccine provider, you can indicate that 
via NHSN

• CDPH is working to verify vaccine access for those facilities who have reported 
that they do not have a vaccine provider

• If CDPH determines that a SNF needs assistance with vaccine access, we will 
refer you to a CDC website for assistance (note that the website is still being 
developed)
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Reminder: Post-vaccination Signs and 
Symptoms in Staff 

• HCP with postvaccination signs and symptoms could be mistakenly 
considered infectious and restricted from work unnecessarily.

• If a staff member has a cough, shortness of breath, runny nose, sore throat, 
and/or loss of taste or smell, the staff member should be tested and excluded 
from work, as those symptoms are common with COVID but not typical 
reactions to the vaccine.

• If a staff member does not have any of the above signs/symptoms but has 
fatigue, headache, muscle pain, joint pain, and/or chills within the three days 
after vaccination, they can continue to work as long as they feel well enough 
to do so and do not have a fever
• If symptoms worsen or persist for more than 2 days, test and exclude from work. 
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Source: https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2020/COCA-Call-Slides_12-14-2020.pdf



Reminder: Post-vaccination Signs and 
Symptoms in Staff 

• HCP with fever should be excluded from work pending 
further evaluation, including testing.
• If an infectious etiology is not suspected or confirmed as the 

source of their fever, they may return to work when they feel 
well enough.

• HCP should be re-evaluated and tested if fever does not 
resolve within 2 days.
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Source: https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2020/COCA-Call-Slides_12-14-2020.pdf



Reminder: Post-vaccination Signs and 
Symptoms in Residents

• If a resident has a cough, shortness of breath, runny nose, sore 
throat, and/or loss of taste or smell, they should be isolated in a 
private room in the orange/PUI zone and tested for COVID. 

• If a resident has other signs/symptoms (e.g., fever, headache), 
they should be restricted to their room, tested for COVID, and 
closely monitored.
• If symptoms resolve within two days and the resident has been 

afebrile for 24 hours, precautions can be lifted. Until that point, staff 
should wear full PPE while caring for the resident. 
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Source: https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2020/COCA-Call-Slides_12-14-2020.pdf



Questions & Answers

For additional resources and upcoming events, 
please visit the CDPH LTCF HAN page at: 

https://www.chicagohan.org/covid-19/LTCF
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