
Abbott BinaxNOW Training

Training Slides Adapted from 

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Bureau of Laboratories



Training Objectives

•Review how the Abbott BinaxNOW test works

•Set up the testing area

•Performing the test

•Results and clean up

Test accurately while keeping safe.
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Safety
• Treat everything like it’s positive for COVID-19

• Wear appropriate PPE!

• Do not use cell phones or touch personal items while testing

• Clean hands before using laptop

• Do not eat or drink while doing testing (put food and drinks 
away)

• Use EPA registered disinfectant effective against COVID-19

• Avoid touching hands to face while testing

• When in doubt, change your gloves!
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COVID-19 Ag Card
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• Each patient should receive a fact 
sheet along with results

Nasal Swab

Fact Sheet 
for Patients



SARS-CoV-2 
antibodies on filter 
paper

CARD 
ID 
HERE
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• Antibodies for SARS-CoV-2 are immobilized on the 
filter paper strip.  

• The patient’s sample on the swab is mixed with 
drops of the liquid reagent.

• The card is closed, and the wet swab moistens the 
filter paper.   

• If SARS-COV-2 is present in the patient’s sample, it 
will mix with the antibodies and show up as a pink 
line on the filter paper at 15 minutes.

• The blue control line at the top of the filter paper 
will turn pink.  This ensures the test is working 
correctly whether the result is positive or negative.



Abbott BinaxNOW Video
https://www.globalpointofcare.abbott/en/product-details/navica-binaxnow-covid-19-us.html

https://www.globalpointofcare.abbott/en/product-details/navica-binaxnow-covid-19-us.html


The test card must lay flat for all steps of testing



This step should be done just before the patient collects the nasal sample

Hold the reagent bottle vertically about ½ inch above and let 6 drops 
fall into the top hole.

Do not touch the dropper tip to the card or any other item– this will 
contaminate the dropper bottle.



• Encourage patient to use hand sanitizer

• Wearing gloves, hand the patient a swab in the wrapper-
Use only the swab that comes in the BinaxNOW kit

• Patient unwraps and does not touch the swab tip

• Start with the side with the most drainage

Nasal Swab Collection

Gently insert 
swab
Rotate 5X
Slowly remove 
and 
Repeat on 
other side

Patient slowly 
removes the swab 
and hands it to test 
personnel to be 
tested immediately-
DO NOT PUT SWAB 
BACK IN WRAPPER



Insert the swab in the 
bottom hole and then 
push the swab up to 

the top hole.



When the swab reaches the top hole, rotate it 3X to ensure 
the patient sample mixes with the reagent and will apply to 
the filter paper.
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Remove 
adhesive 

cover
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Close card and 
use adhesive to 

seal.

This Photo by 
Unknown 
Author is 
licensed under 
CC BY

CARD 
ID 
HERE

Start timing 15 
minutes
DO NOT USE CELL 
PHONE FOR TIMER

DO NOT USE CELL 
PHONE AS A TIMER

http://ui-cloud.com/timer-stopwatch-psd-interface/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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ID 
HERE

After 15:00 
minutes

Interpret the 
results

Do not read 
results after 30 
minutes, the 
appearance of the 
lines may change 



Result Interpretation
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Invalid Results
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Disposal And Clean up
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• Test cards and PPE are biohazard waste

• Use EPA registered disinfectant effective against COVID-19 



Register for Reporting Portal Link
• Registering for this project also requires CLIA Certificate 

of Waiver. 

• Register for Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) 
COVID Point of Care (POC) Reporting Registration: 
https://redcap.dph.illinois.gov/surveys/?s=XJARKWRP7E

• Fill out all fields | Reporter information

• Facility & Provider Information

• COVID Testing information

• Be sure to reiterate and retype testing type in the POC 
Testing Device Name(Manufacturer):

• E.g., (open field text) Abbott BinaxNOW Antigen or 
Abbott ID-NOW Molecular

• You will receive a submission confirmation email from 
IDPH with Reporting portal link
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https://redcap.dph.illinois.gov/surveys/?s=XJARKWRP7E


Result Reporting using Portal Link
• Enter Patient Demographics information one patient at a time. 

• Enter Patient Demographics information one patient at a time

• First Name | Last Name | Date of Birth

• Sex 

• Race | Ethnicity

• Patient Street Address | City | Zip Code | Phone

• Enter Clinical & Laboratory Information

• Specimen collection Date | Device Manufacturer

• Specimen Received Date

• Result Date

• Test Name 

• Test Result

• Select among (positive, negative, detected, not detected, reactive, non-
reactive, indeterminate/inconclusive, invalid) based on the test’s 
manufacturer instruction

• Specimen Source
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@ChicagoPublicHealth

HealthyChicago@cityofchicago.org

@ChiPublicHealth

Chicago.gov/Health

For additional Questions:
https://www.globalpointofcare.abbott/en/product-details/navica-binaxnow-covid-19-us.html

CDPH: Hyeree.Choi@cityofchicago.org or Massimo.Pacilli@cityofchicago.org
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