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Learning Objectives
At the conclusion of this course participants will be able to:

• Describe how Chicago Department of Public Health is exploring the root 
causes of health disparities among those living in Chicago.

• Identify public health resources to contact for reportable disease conditions, 
obtain specialized treatments, or engage for antibiotic stewardship 
assessments through the Chicago Department of Public Health.

• Describe surveillance and response efforts around emerging and re-emerging 
infections including Legionnaires’ disease, measles, and preparedness 
regarding the Ebola situation in the DRC.

• Identify mechanisms of surveillance for acute responses (such as emerging 
lung diseases in those with vaping history) and how to report these 
suspected cases to public health.



To obtain credit you must:

– Complete an electronic evaluation 
– After completing the evaluation you can 

generate your certificate immediately.
In support of improving patient care, Rush University Medical Center is accredited by the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center (ANCC), the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to provide continuing education for the healthcare team.

Rush University Medical Center designates this live activity for a maximum of 6.0 AMA PRA Category 1 
Credit(s)™. Physicians should claim only credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the 
activity.

ANCC Credit Designation – Nurses
The maximum number of hours awarded for this CE activity is 6.0 contact hours.

This activity is being presented without bias and without commercial support.

Rush University is an approved provider for physical therapy (216.000272), occupational therapy, respiratory 
therapy, social work (159.001203), nutrition, speech-audiology, and psychology by the Illinois Department of 
Professional Regulation. 

Rush University designates this live activity for 6.0 Continuing Education credit(s).
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Objectives

At the concussion of this talk, attendees will be 
able to:

– Explain the current status of nonmedical vaccine 
exemptions in the United States

– Describe the vaccine exemption process in Illinois 

– Describe methods for providing pro-vaccine 
messages





https://www.immunize.org/laws/exemptions.asp

https://www.immunize.org/laws/exemptions.asp


Illinois Exemptions - Medical
An examining physician licensed to practice medicine in all its branches, an advanced practice 
nurse or physician assistant responsible for the performance of the health examination may 
consider including without limitation the nationally accepted recommendations from federal 
agencies such as the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, the information outlined in 
the relevant vaccine information statement, and vaccine package inserts, along with the 
examining physician's, advanced practice nurse's or physician assistant's clinical judgment, to 
determine whether any child may be more susceptible to experiencing an adverse vaccine 
reaction than the general population, and if so, the examining physician, advanced practice nurse 
or physician assistant may exempt the child from an immunization or adopt an individualized 
immunization schedule. (Section 27-8.1(8) of the School Code) Any exemption based upon an 
adverse vaccine reaction from an immunizing agent shall be endorsed and signed by the 
examining physician licensed to practice medicine in all its branches, advanced practice nurse or 
physician assistant responsible for the performance of the health examination.

Ill. Admin. Code tit. 77, § 665.520  (2017)



Illinois Exemptions -Religious
• parents or legal guardians object to health, dental or eye examinations or any part 

thereof, to immunizations, or to vision and hearing screening tests on religious 
grounds shall not be required to undergo the examinations, tests or immunizations 
to which they so object

• must set forth the specific religious belief that conflicts with the examination, test, 
immunization or other medical intervention.

• The Certificate of Religious Exemption must also be signed by the authorized 
examining health care provider responsible for the performance of the child's 
health examination confirming that the provider provided education to the parent 
or legal guardian on the benefits of the immunization and the health risks to the 
student and to the community of the communicable diseases for which 
immunization is required in this State. However, the health care provider's 
signature on the certificate reflects only that education was provided and does not 
allow the health care provider grounds to determine a religious exemption.

Ill. Admin. Code tit. 77, § 665.510  (2017)



Immunization Status of School-
Age Children in Illinois  - Measles

14,804 15,652 16,444 17,694 19,169

4,109 3,496 3,790 3,156 2,9675,756 4,614 4,387 4,334 4,232984
6,904

1,257 1,202
1,566

13,527
7,826

13,410 12,297
12,752

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

30,000

35,000

40,000

45,000

2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

noncompliance

McKinney Vento Act

Approved schedule

Medical

Religious

Illinois State Board of 
Education



HOW DID WE GET HERE?



Kindergarten Immz Rates 2014-15 SY

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-managers/coverage/schoolvaxview/data-reports/coverage-
trend/index.html

92.6%

94.7%86.9%

99.2%

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-managers/coverage/schoolvaxview/data-reports/coverage-trend/index.html


2015 Legislation

• Illinois

– Requires Healthcare 
Provider signature

– Requires data to be 
public

• California

– Removes all non-medical 
exemptions 



Kindergarten Immz Rates 2017-18 SY

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-managers/coverage/schoolvaxview/data-reports/coverage-
trend/index.html
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Lessons Learned

• Medical Exemption

• Home Schooling

• Reaching the entrenched



2019



Measles! 
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2019 Legislation

• WA – Removes personal belief for Measles

• MA – Removes non-medical exemptions 
(2021)

• NY – Removes non-medical exemptions

• CA – tightening of medical exemption



California Medical Exemption
• Health Department review forms from docs that 

grant 5 or more after 2020
– Schools that fall below 95% immunization rates

• Requires new exemptions in K and 7th or when 
change schools

• Revoke exemptions by physicians disciplinary 
action

• Not allowed to write new waivers



Anti-Vax Response 

From twitter: @jess_Appletree



Worry!

• Day Care

• Camps

• Staff

• Life outside of school



ILLINOIS



HPV

https://www.immunize.org/laws/hpv.asp

https://www.immunize.org/laws/hpv.asp








Illinois

• What is our goal?

• Non-compliant
– The number of students with no documentation of 

vaccination, of medical waiver, religious exemption, 
approved schedule, or McKinney Vento Act

• Data + Immunization registry

• Funding/ROI/RVUs
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PROMOTE SCIENCE!



Role of Health Care

• Counseling/Motivational interviewing

• Changing Image

• Public Outreach





Messaging





We Prevent Cancer

• https://youtu.be/XTkMtYBGFgw

Kids Plus Pediatrics

https://youtu.be/XTkMtYBGFgw




Questions?? 
Ideas??



Jennie Pinkwater

jpinkwater@illinoisaap.com

312/733-1026 x 213

mailto:jpinkwater@illinoisaap.com
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