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International Challenges
 Lack of 

infrastructure

 Overburdened 
public health and 
healthcare 
systems

 Lack of 
acceptance 
of Ebola 
- Education
- Fear and stigma
- Distrust of    

outsiders                     
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Current Situation and Response 
Goals

 Improvements in West Africa

 Response Goals:  “Getting to Zero” 

 Domestic Goals: 
 Stop importation of unknown disease into the U.S.
 Reduce the potential for transmission in the U.S.
 Assure a strong/capable public health and healthcare system 



Responding to Domestic Challenges   
Public Health 

 Support the U.S. public health 
system – a layered approach

 Develop guidance: Monitoring and 
Movement of Travelers from West 
Africa and U.S. Healthcare Workers

 Implement exit and entrance screening 

 Develop tracking systems for daily post-
exposure monitoring 

 Assure compliance with monitoring 

 Funding 

 Technical assistance



Responding to Domestic Challenges
Healthcare System 

 Support the U.S. healthcare system 
– a tiered approach

 Healthcare system design 

 Develop guidance for hospitals 

 Technical assistance - “REP” team 
visits

 Role-based training 

 Updated PPE guidance 

 Deployment of CDC Ebola Response 
Teams (CERT)

 Funding 



CDC’s Entry Screening and Follow-up in the 
United States

 Enhanced entry screening at five 
U.S. airports

 Travelers coming from Guinea, 
Liberia, and Sierra Leone actively 
monitored by a state or a local 
health department

 Travelers receive Check and Report 
Ebola (CARE) kits



Monitoring and Movement of People with Ebola

 Updated recommendations issued to 
 Reduce the risk of Ebola spreading 
 Ensure people infected with Ebola are 

able to quickly access appropriate 
medical care

 Updated interim guidance
 Revises risk categories 
 Recommends public health actions in the 

high, some, and low (but not zero) risk 
categories

 Adds recommendations for specific 
groups and settings





CDC Ebola Emergency Funding -
Domestic

Two CDC Funding Opportunity Announcements (FOAs)

 $145 million in Public Health Emergency Preparedness (PHEP) to 
support accelerated state and local public health preparedness 
planning as well as operational readiness for responding to Ebola

 $106 million in Epidemiology and Laboratory Capacity to support 
healthcare infection control, lab biosafety, and global migration



HHS and States Build a National Network of 
Ebola Treatment Centers



Responding to Domestic 
Challenges: Rapid Response

 Rapid Ebola 
Preparedness 
Teams (REP)

 CDC Ebola 
Response Teams 
(CERT)



Responding to Domestic 
Challenges: PPE

Enhanced Personal 
Protective Equipment 
(PPE) guidance 
distributed October 20, 
2014

3 Principles

1. No skin exposure

2. Rigorous training

3. Supervised by a 
trained monitor

CDC web-based PPE training

http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/hcp/ppe-training/index.html


Domestic Response: By the Numbers

840,000+ healthcare
workers trained via
online trainings  

6,500 healthcare
workers trained

in-person

Designated 55 Ebola
Treatment Centers  in
17 states + DC 

REP Team visits
81 facilities in 
21 states + DC

56 LRN labs approved to test for Ebola
The first Ebola test took 24 hours, current tests take 4-6 hours




