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Overview 

• Summary of Chicago-area outbreak 
• Updates on IMD among MSM in U.S. 
• Ongoing vaccination response in Chicago  
• Provider Survey results 
• Addressing Barriers to Vaccination 

 



 
 
 
 

Overview 

• Summary of Chicago-area outbreak 
• Updates on IMD among MSM in U.S. 
• Ongoing vaccination response in Chicago  
• Provider Survey results 
• Addressing Barriers to Vaccination 



Meningococcal Disease Outbreak, 
Chicago Area 2015 
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Illness Onset Date 

Vaccination 
campaign kick-off 

First 3 cases 
confirmed 

serogroup C 

Expanded vaccination recommendations 
to all Chicago MSM 

7 cases 
• All MSM, serogroup C 
• 1 fatal 
• 6 in Chicago, 1 in 

neighboring county 
• 5 HIV+ 
• 6 African American 
• Neighborhoods throughout 

city 
• Anonymous sex, use of 

“hook-up” apps 
• Same strain by PFGE, MLST, 

whole-genome sequencing 



 
 
 
 

Extended Case Investigations 

• During primary investigations, up to 9 contacts per 
case met indications for prophylaxis 

• No direct epidemiologic links found 
– Challenge of aliases, temporary phone numbers, 

anonymous contacts 

• HIV partner services 
• Identify additional vaccination targets 

– Individuals, friend networks, venues 
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Serogroup C Meningococcal 
Disease Among MSM 

• Toronto, 2001— outbreak of 6 cases  
• Chicago, 2003— outbreak of 5 cases 

indistinguishable by PFGE  
• New York City, 2010-2013—outbreak of 22 

cases closely related by PFGE 
• Los Angeles, 2013—cluster of 4 cases 



 
 
 

New York City Outbreak 2010-2013 

Kratz et al, Emerging Infectious Diseases, www.cdc.gov/eid, Vol. 21, No. 8, August 2015 

http://www.cdc.gov/eid
http://www.cdc.gov/eid
http://www.cdc.gov/eid


 
 
 

New York City Outbreak 2010-2013 

Ridpath et al, Emerging Infectious Diseases, www.cdc.gov/eid, Vol. 21, No. 8, August 2015 
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New York City Outbreak 2010-2013 

Ridpath et al, Emerging Infectious Diseases, www.cdc.gov/eid, Vol. 21, No. 8, August 2015 
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Meningococcal Disease Outbreak, 
Chicago Area 2015 
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Expanded vaccination recommendations 
to all Chicago MSM 

Case identified in Minnesota 

• Closely related by 
laboratory testing 

• No direct epidemiologic 
link found 

• EpiX: call for cases and 
reporting of MSM status 



 
 
 
 

Vaccine recommended for: 
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Meningococcal Disease Outbreak and 
Response, Chicago Area 2015 

0

1

2

3

4

5

Illness Onset Date 

Vaccination 
campaign kick-off 

First 3 cases 
confirmed 

serogroup C 

Expanded vaccination recommendations 
to all Chicago MSM 

Pride Week 

Gym Vaccination Event 

Chicago Black Pride 

Church Health Fair 

Midsommarfest/ 
South Side Park 

Market Days 

CDPH Back to School Vaccination Events 



 
 
 
 

CDPH 317 Vaccine Distribution  
(as of 8/14/15) 

• 13,825 doses distributed 
• 8,879 doses administered (64%) 

– 5,903 doses by 77 providers including 24 
Walgreens locations 

– 2,976 doses at CDPH-sponsored pop-up 
vaccination clinics 



 
 
 
 

www.cityofchicago.org/health  

http://www.cityofchicago.org/health


 
 
 
 

http://chicagomeningvax.o
rg  

http://chicagomeningvax.org
http://chicagomeningvax.org


 
 
 
 

Media Campaign 

• Press Release - television, radio, print media 
• Action Alerts to community partners 
• Twitter feeds, Twitter chat, Facebook posts 
• Push notifications on hook-up apps 
• Paper canvassing – posters, flyers, palm cards 
• Billboards 
• Digital Ads – Facebook, Twitter, Google, 

targeting by zip code, interests, keywords 
 



 
 
 
 

CDPH Palm Card 



 
 
 
 

CDPH Fillable Flyer 



 
 
 
 

Through 6/27/15  

Map prepared by Whitney Clegg, CSTE Fellow, IDPH 



 
 
 
 

Media Campaign 



 
 
 
 

Engagement of Community-Based 
Partner Organizations 

• HIV/MSM providers 
• STI clinics 
• Community-based organizations (non-clinical) 
• LGBT Aldermen’s Caucus 
• African American Aldermen’s Caucus 
• Gyms, bars/clubs, health fairs, community 

events 
• House Ball networks 

 



 
 
 
 

Immunizations Program preliminary data, Map prepared by Whitney Clegg, MPH, CSTE Fellow, IDPH, 8/6/15 
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Immunizations Program preliminary data, Map prepared by Whitney Clegg, MPH, CSTE Fellow, IDPH, 8/6/15 



 
 
 
 
 

Jhj 

City of Chicago GIS Shapefiles, HIV/AIDS reporting system as of 12/31/14; map prepared by 
Nanette Benbow, MAS, Margaret Eaglin, MPH, MUPP, Joy Kane, MPH 4/29/15 



 
 
 
 

Immunizations Program preliminary data, Map prepared by Whitney Clegg, MPH, CSTE Fellow, IDPH, 8/14/15 



 
 
 
 

Pharmacy Participation in 
Vaccination Campaign 

• Walgreens provides no-cost conjugate vaccine 
to uninsured/underinsured persons aged 14-55 
years at 24 sites in Chicago  
– List of sites at www.cityofchicago.org/health  

 
• Pharmacists can only administer licensed 

formulations (cannot administer conjugate 
vaccine to +55 population) 

http://www.cityofchicago.org/health


 
 
 
 

Second Dose for People Living With 
HIV 

• HIV-positive individuals require 2 doses of 
meningococcal vaccine, give 8 weeks apart 

• Many vaccinated early in the outbreak now due 
for second dose 
– 38 doses of CDPH vaccine reported as 2nd dose 
– Providers: Estimate needed numbers for 2nd dose 

and reorder now 
– Providers/CBO’s: Disseminate messaging about 2nd 

dose for people living with HIV 



 
 
 
 

Overview 

• Summary of Chicago-area outbreak 
• Updates on IMD among MSM in U.S. 
• Ongoing vaccination response in Chicago  
• Provider Survey results 
• Addressing Barriers to Vaccination 



 
 
 
 

Meningococcal Vaccination Survey 



 
 
 
 

Clinic Characteristics (n=29) 

CDPH Providers Survey data, Graphics prepared by Alexandra Gagner, MPH, CD Program, 8/7/15 



 
 
 
 

Vaccination Practices 

CDPH Providers Survey data, Graphics prepared by Alexandra Gagner, MPH, CD Program, 8/7/15 



 
 
 
 

How Clinics are Offering 
Vaccination 

CDPH Providers Survey data, Graphics prepared by Alexandra Gagner, MPH, CD Program, 8/7/15 



 
 
 
 

Barriers to Vaccinating 

CDPH Providers Survey data, Graphics prepared by Alexandra Gagner, MPH, CD Program, 8/7/15 
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How to Order Meningococcal 
Vaccine from CDPH 

• CDPH Immunization Program will provide 
meningococcal vaccine for patients that meet 
the CDPH vaccination recommendation, 
regardless of insurance status 

 
• Contact Kevin Hansen at 312-746-9330 or via 

email at kevin.hansen@cityofchicago.org 
 

mailto:kevin.hansen@cityofchicago.org


 
 
 
 

Standing Orders for Adult 
Meningococcal Vaccine 



 
 
 
 

Promoting Meningococcal 
Vaccination Among MSM 

• Ensure all office staff (front desk to back 
office) aware of IMD and how severe it can be 

• Post informational materials 
• “You don’t have to be doing anything bad to 

get this disease” 
• Patient call-ins, emails 



 
 
 
 

Chicago Health Alert Network 
(HAN) 
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