
COVID-19 Question and Answer Session
for Long-Term Care and Congregate Residential Settings

April 30th , 2021



Housekeeping

• All attendees in listen-only mode

• Submit questions via Q&A pod to All Panelists

• Slides and recording will be made available later



Agenda

• Upcoming Webinars
• LTC Vaccination Data Update
• Respiratory Protection Resource from SPICE
• J&J Vaccine Update
• COVID-19 Infection Control and Assessment in Illinois Long-Term 

Care Facilities
• Open Q & A

Slides and recording will be made available after the session.



IDPH webinars

Slides and recordings will be made available after the sessions.

Upcoming Friday Brief Updates and Open Q&A
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm

Friday, May 7th https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=e1e4d63a92ea36dcd8
23dae5721ec1931

Friday, May 14th https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=e098c3699333c4effe3
a8c2686d9c9808

Friday, May 21st https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=e986e5d36dbc9013c1
74b0d40ed2f0f4b

Previously recorded webinars can be viewed on the IDPH Portal 

https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=e1e4d63a92ea36dcd823dae5721ec1931
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=e098c3699333c4effe3a8c2686d9c9808
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=e986e5d36dbc9013c174b0d40ed2f0f4b
https://dph.partner.illinois.gov/communities/communicabledisease/CDAZ/Pages/COVID%2019%20CD%20Section%20Recorded%20Webinars.aspx


LTCF Deaths at a New Low!! Vaccination Works!

https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/covid-19-long-term-care-deaths-and-cases-are-at-an-
all-time-low-though-a-rise-in-ltc-cases-in-a-few-states-may-be-cause-for-concern/

The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the 
Illinois Department of Public Health 



No Time to Let Our Guard Down!

https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/covid-19-
long-term-care-deaths-and-cases-are-at-an-all-time-low-though-a-
rise-in-ltc-cases-in-a-few-states-may-be-cause-for-concern/

The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those 
of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official 

position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 

https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/covid-19-long-term-care-deaths-and-cases-are-at-an-all-time-low-though-a-rise-in-ltc-cases-in-a-few-states-may-be-cause-for-concern/


Respiratory Protection Program
• The employer must identify a physician or other licensed health care 

professional (PLHCP) to perform all medical evaluations

https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/OSHA3789info.pdf

The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the 
Illinois Department of Public Health 

https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/OSHA3789info.pdf


Respiratory Protection Program Template Resource 
From SPICE

https://spice.unc.edu/

The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the 
Illinois Department of Public Health 

https://spice.unc.edu/


OSHA Guidance

https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/respiratory-protection-covid19-long-term-care.pdf

The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the 
Illinois Department of Public Health 

https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/respiratory-protection-covid19-long-term-care.pdf


Johnson and Johnson Vaccine Pause Lifted

The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the 
Illinois Department of Public Health 



COVID-19 
Infection Control 
and Assessment 

in Illinois Long-
Term Care 

Facilities

Selected Figures Derived 
From the CDC Tele-ICAR 
REDCap Database

Thomas C. Roome



Background



About the 
Data Set 

• Infection Control Assessment & Response 
(ICARs) are used to assess a facility’s 
infection control practices, identify gaps and 
target improvements

• IDPH’s Grantee Infection Preventionists used 
the CDC’s COVID-19 Tele-ICAR form to collect 
the data

• The data set includes 124 ICARs performed 
between 10/14/2020 and 3/31/2021

The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of 
the authors and do not necessarily represent the official 

position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 



Facility 
Demographics 



Facility 
Metrics

• The average facility had 119 licensed beds, 
72 residents and 102 HCPs 

• 90% of facilities received infection control  
assistance in the last 6mo, primarily from 
public health departments 

The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of 
the authors and do not necessarily represent the official 

position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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Mean Number of COVID-19 Cases in 
Residents and HCPs

Mean SD Range N
Number of Residents 
with ≥1 Positive Test 61 ±26.89 (0-204) 110

Number Residents 
with ‘Nursing Home 
Onset’ COVID-19

56 ±36.6 (0-197) 103

Number of HCP with 
≥1 Positive COVID-19 
Test

40 ±27 (0-138) 114

The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 



PPE



PPE Supply by Percent of Facilities 

PPE <1 week 1-2 weeks 3-4 weeks >4 week N

Respirators 2% 20% 21% 55% 123

Facemasks 0% 18% 15% 67% 124

Cloth Face 
Coverings

2% 9% 9% 55% 103

Eye Protection 1% 15% 18% 65% 123
Gowns 2% 16% 16% 66% 124

Gloves 2% 19% 15% 65% 124

The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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(N=124)

In a designated storage area away from food and drink On tables used for eating and drinking

They are wearing the PPE while on breaks HCP discard of PPE before eating and drinking

Other

*

*Made up mostly 
of gowns on 
hooks and 
respirators in 
bags 

The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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When do HCPs Discard Disposable Respirators? (N=124)*

More than 5 removals If the respirator becomes soiled, damaged or hard to breathe through

Other Between 1-5 removals

At the end of one shift After each removal

At the end of multiple shifts

*Only 28% of facilities 
had a method to track 
the reuse of respirators

The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 



Hand Hygiene 
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 



Environmental 
Services
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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Daily More than daily Less than daily

The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 



General Infection Prevention 
and Control Policies
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(N=123) 

For HCP with mild to moderate illness and are not severely immunocompromised: at least 10 days, 24h since fever w/o meds, symptoms
improved

For HCP with severe to critical illness or who are severely immunocompromised: 10-20 days passed, 24h since fever w/o meds, symptoms
improved

Using a test-based strategy

c

The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 



Resident-Related 
Infection 
Prevention and 
Control Policies
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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With Whom Would Symptomatic Residents be Roomed While Awaiting Results? (N=105)
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The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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When would Transmission-Based Precautions for Symptomatic Residents with SARS-CoV-2 

Infection be Discontinued? (N=119)

For those with mild to moderate illness and are not severely immunocompromised: 10 days, no fever after 24h w/ no meds, symptoms
improved

For those with severe to critical illness or who are severely immunocompromised: ≥10 days, 24h no fever w/ no meds, symptoms improved

Using a test-based strategy

Other
The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
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What Type of Testing Does the Facility Use? (N=124) 

Point of care antigen testing Rapid molecular point of care testing Reverse-transcriptase polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) Other
The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 



Conclusion 

• Most facilities are following recommendations

• However, 92% of cases in the LTC setting were nursing 
home onset

• Infection control remains relevant, as outbreak cases 
are possible after vaccination 

• Properly storing used PPE, avoiding extended use of 
gloves, increasing ABHS placement, auditing cleaning 
and disinfection and increasing resident use of face 
coverings during visits could help reduce the spread 
of COVID-19

The findings and conclusions in this presentation are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily represent the official position of the Illinois Department of Public Health 



IDPH Would Like to Thank its 
Partners in Long-Term Care for 

Providing the ICAR Data.

Without Their Participation this 
Would not Have Been Possible. 



Open Q&A

Submit questions via Q&A pod to All Panelists

Please do not resubmit a single question multiple times

Slides and recording will be made available after the session.



Reminders
• SIREN Registration

• To receive situational awareness from IDPH, please use this link to guide you 
to the correct registration instructions for your public health related 
classification: http://www.dph.illinois.gov/siren

• Project Firstline Learning Needs Assessment
• English Version: https://redcap.link/firstlineLNA
• Spanish Version: https://redcap.link/LNAespanol

• NHSN Assistance:   
• Contact Telligen: nursinghome@telligen.com

http://www.dph.illinois.gov/siren
https://redcap.link/firstlineLNA
https://redcap.link/LNAespanol
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