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CHIP Vaccine

This is the nature of 
the vaccine process 
related to funding 
and allocation of 

CHIP doses

We apologize for 
any inconvenience 

and appreciate 
your patience 

throughout the 
process

• CHIP vaccine is very similar to Flu Vaccine

• We receive a limited allocation and we 
begin sending a certain percentage to all our 
providers

• Once we run out of that allocation we have 
to stop ordering CHIP vaccine

• Then when we receive an additional 
allocation we resume ordering for all our 
providers 



How does it work? 

To become eligible for CHIP vaccine you must perform the following steps:

• Complete Annual CHIP Survey (if you missed the deadline email 
Chicago VFC instead)

• Report your CHIP patient population by age group in I-CARE

• Once these 2 pieces are in place you can proceed to ordering in 
I-CARE

• You will submit your vaccine request as you usually would for 
VFC doses



MMRV and Varivax Products

Varicella CHIP Vaccine

• All other Vaccine you will order as usual

• Due to funding limitations we are only sending Varivax vaccine 
for CHIP stock currently

• Merck does not have the ability to do split fund boxes so you 
will input a separate order for your CHIP Varivax

• Be sure to indicate in the notes that it is a CHIP only order for 
Varivax



How does CHIP ordering work? 

• You will submit your regular order in I-CARE and then I-CARE will run a 
formula to divide your order in 2 allocations

• 1 allocation for VFC and 1 allocation for CHIP

• This will be based on your patient population in I-CARE

Total VFC = 
724

Total CHIP = 
63

Default Split:
9 VFC
1 CHIP



Reviewing Vaccine Order

Navigate to Site > VFC > Vaccine Requests > Most Recent Order

• You can review your order screen to see how much of each 
vaccine is allocated to VFC and how much is allocated to CHIP

This site has a default split of 8 VFC and 2 CHIP

They ordered 60 Doses of Gardasil 9

So 48 Doses will go to VFC and 12 doses to CHIP



• You should store your CHIP vaccine in the same unit as your VFC 
doses

• All doses must remain in their boxes you can not remove them 
and divide them into bags or containers. Some vaccine is light 
sensitive and would be damaged if removed from the box

• You will label all boxes as either CHIP or VFC

• For any split fund boxes you will affix a split fund label to that 
box

Storage and Handling



Example – Order Received

I receive my shipment of Gardasil and I have 60 doses – 48 VFC & 12 CHIP

4 of those boxes you will write VFC on in 
permanent marker

1 box you will write CHIP on in permanent 
marker

1 box you will affix a split label on



Split Fund Labels

1. Is a blank split 
fund label

2. Is a split fund 
box 8 doses of 

VFC and 2 doses 
of CHIP

3. Is a split fund 
box 8 doses of 

VFC and 2 doses 
of CHIP. 3 doses 
of VFC already 
used 1 dose of 
CHIP already 

used

2.

3.

1.



What if I run out of CHIP vaccine?

Remember CHIP 
funds are very 

limited

We apologize for 
any inconvenience 

and appreciate 
your patience 

throughout the 
process

• If you run out of CHIP vaccine but do not 
need more vaccine you will wait until your 
next ordering period

• Options:

1. You can vaccinate the patient using your private 
stock, You will not be reimbursed by the state

2. You can send the patient to one of our CDPH walk-
in clinics

3. You can reschedule that patient once you have 
CHIP vaccine back in stock



CDPH Walk-in Clinics

If you run out 
of CHIP stock 
you can send 

patients to 
one of our 5 

walk-in clinics



For questions or help please email or call 
Chicago VFC at: 

chicagovfc@cityofchicago.org
or 312-746-5385

mailto:chicagovfc@cityofchicago.org

