
COVID-19 and HAI Updates and Q&A Webinars for Long-Term Care 
and Congregate Residential Settings 

January 6th, 2023
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Housekeeping

• All attendees in listen-only mode

• Submit questions via Q&A pod to All Panelists

• Slides and recording will be made available later
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Agenda

• Upcoming Events & Webinars
• Outbreaks during Influenza Season 
• Open Q & A

Slides and recording will be made available after the session. 3



Upcoming Infection Prevention and Control Updates
1:00 pm - 2:00 pm

Date Infection Control Topic Registration Link

Friday, January 6th COVID Q&A https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?M
TID=e256d87336db875da5401867770b44c4d

Friday, January 13th COVID Q&A https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?M
TID=eb7c73912c101cdaa8215aeeef340a3ad

Friday, January 20th COVID Q&A https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?M
TID=ef060b197573007d332fcb90f90d44783

Friday, January 27th COVID Q&A https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?M
TID=e256d87336db875da5401867770b44c4d
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https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=e256d87336db875da5401867770b44c4d
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=eb7c73912c101cdaa8215aeeef340a3ad
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=ef060b197573007d332fcb90f90d44783
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/onstage/g.php?MTID=e256d87336db875da5401867770b44c4d


5

https://www.ihca.com/files/Education/2023/Building%20An%20Infection
%20Prevention%20Program-Jan%202023.pdf

https://www.ihca.com/files/Education/2023/Building%20An%20Infection%20Prevention%20Program-Jan%202023.pdf


Welcome Back to a New Year! 
So Glad you are Here!
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• Provide a place for weekly questions and answers about guidance, 
COVID-19, respiratory outbreaks

• Questions and answers about other LTC infection prevention and control 
concerns and issues

• Maintain communication between care communities and IDPH  
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Goals of the Friday LTC Q/A



What’s New?

8



November 4 IDPH Guidance
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https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/covid19/guidance/ltc/LTC-COVID19-Guidance_11.4.2022.pdf

https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/community-guidance/long-term-care.html

Changed focus to facilities 
providing skilled personal care 
services

Non-skilled facility guidance in 
development 



• Influenza by November 30 or 
as soon as practicable 

• Pneumococcal vaccines 
(multiple types)

• CDC recommendations (ACIP)
• https://www.cdc.gov/vaccine

s/schedules/hcp/imz/adult.ht
ml
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Vaccinations in LTC

https://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/077003000E10600R.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/imz/adult.html
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Keeping Staff Up to Date with Vaccination Decreases Severe Illness and Deaths of Residents 

https://agsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jgs.13617

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2799964?utm_campaign=articlePDF&utm_medium=articlePDFlink&utm_source=articlePDF&utm_content=jam
anetworkopen.2022.49002

Conclusions Vaccinating care home staff against influenza can
prevent deaths, health service use, and influenza-like illness in
residents during periods of moderate influenza activity

Conclusions and Relevance  The findings of this cohort 
study suggest that before the Omicron variant wave, 
increasing staff vaccination rates was associated with 
lower incidence of COVID-19 cases and deaths among 
residents and staff in US nursing homes. However, as 
newer, more infectious and transmissible variants of the 
virus emerged, the original 2-dose regimen of the 
COVID-19 vaccine as recommended in December 2020 
was no longer associated with lower rates of adverse 
COVID-19 outcomes in nursing homes. Policy makers 
may want to consider longer-term policy options to 
increase the uptake of booster doses among staff in 
nursing homes. https://www.bmj.com/content/bmj/333/7581/1241.full.pdf?casa_token=qzVAYD0Jgs0AAAAA:zn4Yc99-O_LA-

Ret3qBAgVTj9hco1jvvza1n9Vh7WV7s8BN38zzDRXoqO1YjzpYjYSk5hf0QuVI

https://agsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jgs.13617
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2799964?utm_campaign=articlePDF&utm_medium=articlePDFlink&utm_source=articlePDF&utm_content=jamanetworkopen.2022.49002
https://www.bmj.com/content/bmj/333/7581/1241.full.pdf?casa_token=qzVAYD0Jgs0AAAAA:zn4Yc99-O_LA-Ret3qBAgVTj9hco1jvvza1n9Vh7WV7s8BN38zzDRXoqO1YjzpYjYSk5hf0QuVI


• Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Gives Temporary Access to Single Dose 
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine for Long-term Care Facilities

• CDC new initiative to 
• Support vaccination of individual residents, such as new admissions, by long-

term care facility* (LTC) staff, through March 15, 2023. 
• Qualification: Must partner with one pharmacy enrolled as a COVID-19 Vaccine 

Provider
– Cannot be a regular fully enrolled COVID-19 Vaccine Provider

See SIREN For Details
12

Single Dose Pfizer-BioTech
COVID-19 Vaccine for LTC

December 27, 2022



Respiratory Outbreaks
(Or, You have dealt with this before, you probably just did 

not know it)
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https://www.bu.edu/sph/news/articles/2022/rsv-flu-and-covid-19-understanding-todays-tripledemic/
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Transmission is mostly High, even Levels are High (orange) in 
many parts of Illinois: Drift to Omicron XBB.1.5

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=Illinois&data-type=Risk



What does this type of outbreak look like in 
the middle of Influenza Season?
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families, employees
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Burdsall, Peterson, Wright, Session 3601 
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Respiratory Viral Panels

https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/nrevss/index.html

Sample Respiratory Viral Panel, PCR 
Diagnosis of respiratory viral infection 

Used for the detection of respiratory viruses:
Adenovirus
Influenza A

Influenza A Subtypes H1
Influenza A Subtypes H3

Influenza B
Parainfluenza 1
Parainfluenza 2
Parainfluenza 3

Rhinovirus/Enterovirus
Metapneumovirus

Respiratory Syncytial Virus Subtype A
Respiratory Syncytial Virus...

Source: Quest Diagnostics  
https://testdirectory.questdiagnostics.com/test/test-detail/95512/respiratory-viral-panel-pcr?cc=MASTER 



With Viral Identification
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Influenza Pneumonia
• Most common viral cause of pneumonia
• Primary pneumonia manifests with persistent symptoms of cough, sore throat, 

headache, myalgia, and malaise for more than 3-5 days
• Symptoms worsen with time, and new respiratory symptoms, such as dyspnea and 

cyanosis, appear
• Vaccination is critical
• ANTIVIRALS make identification important!

Source: Mosenifar, Z., et al., Viral Pneumonia Burdsall, Peterson, Wright, Session 3601 

https://gis.cdc.gov/grasp/fluview/fluportaldashboard.html

https://gis.cdc.gov/grasp/fluview/fluportaldashboard.html


Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV)

• Second most common viral cause of pneumonia in adults
• Highly contagious, spreading via droplet and contact exposure  
• Reinfection in older children and young adults is common but mild 
• Likelihood of more severe disease and pneumonia increases with 

advancing age 
• Symptomatic treatment only  
• RSV vaccines are coming!!

Source: Mosenifar, Z., et al., Viral Pneumonia

Burdsall, Peterson, Wright, Session 3601 



CDC Isolation Precautions

• Adenovirus- Contact and Droplet Precautions
• Influenza A and B- Droplet Precautions
• Human Metapneumovirus (hMPV)- Contact Precautions
• Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV)- Contact Precautions

Source CDC , 2007
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Transmission Based Precautions for Respiratory Illness

https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/guidelines/isolation/appendix/transmission-precautions.html

https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/guidelines/isolation/appendix/transmission-precautions.html


• Resident with respiratory symptoms or a positive test?
• Full PPE for direct care (Contact, Droplet, N95 and Eye 

Protection)
• Less confusing for staff 
• Covers all circulating viruses
• Consistent with CDC Appendix A, Table 2 (2007)

22

Pragmatic Suggestion



Influenza Vaccination and Outbreak 
Reporting

New and Old Requirements

23



• Report to Local 
Health 
Department

• Report to 
Department 
(IDPH)

24

What Do We Do?

https://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/077006900B01000R.html

https://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/077006900B01000R.html
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https://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/077006900B01000R.html

https://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/077006900B01000R.html


Influenza in Long Term Care

https://www.dupagehealth.org/DocumentCenter/View/7662/Guidelines-for-the-Prevention-and-Control-of-Influenza-Outbreaks-in-Illinois-LTCFs-2022-2023-PDF?bidId=

https://www.dupagehealth.org/DocumentCenter/View/7662/Guidelines-for-the-Prevention-and-Control-of-Influenza-Outbreaks-in-Illinois-LTCFs-2022-2023-PDF?bidId=
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Influenza Outbreak Definition

https://www.dupagehealth.org/DocumentCenter/View/7662/Guidelines-for-the-Prevention-and-Control-of-Influenza-Outbreaks-in-Illinois-LTCFs-2022-2023-
PDF?bidId=

https://www.dupagehealth.org/DocumentCenter/View/7662/Guidelines-for-the-Prevention-and-Control-of-Influenza-Outbreaks-in-Illinois-LTCFs-2022-2023-PDF?bidId=
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Reporting

https://www.dupagehealth.org/DocumentCenter/View/7662/Guidelines-for-the-Prevention-and-Control-of-Influenza-Outbreaks-in-Illinois-LTCFs-2022-2023-
PDF?bidId=

https://www.dupagehealth.org/DocumentCenter/View/7662/Guidelines-for-the-Prevention-and-Control-of-Influenza-Outbreaks-in-Illinois-LTCFs-2022-2023-PDF?bidId=


• CDC: “Employer vaccination requirement at the HCP’s workplace is the strongest 
factor associated with influenza vaccination uptake among HCP.”

• At least once for flu season (Oct. 1 to March 31), by May 15, 2023
• May break the reporting up and submit flu-shot data monthly or at another 

frequency.
• CDC and CMS clarified where to report  mandated reporting of flu vaccinations 

among nursing home staff
• CDC will soon make an update that will eliminate the extra reporting area.
• Providers should report influenza vaccinations through the NHSN Healthcare 

Personnel Safety Component to feed information correctly into the Quality Reporting 
Program (CMS Care Compare).

• One category for all employees and two separate categories for non-employees. 

29

Influenza Vaccination Reporting through NHSN

https://www.mcknights.com/news/new-flu-shot-reporting-to-be-streamlined-feds-
say/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NWLTR_MLT_DAILYUPDATE
_010422&elqTrackId=9f013153039e488eadb993670acd6627&elq=90ac970918de48f38ae4ffb7f80
97d76&elqaid=2157&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=1539   

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/faqs/vaccination/faq-influenza-vaccination-summary-reporting.html

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/faqs/vaccination/faq-influenza-vaccination-summary-reporting.html


• Providers MUST report:
– Employee vaccinations 
– Licensed independent practitioners (non-employee physicians, advanced practice 

nurses, and physician assistants)
– Adult students/trainees and volunteers aged 18 and over. 

• Providers MAY report (not currently required by CMS): 
– Contract personnel and vendors 

• The numerator timeframe begins “as soon as vaccine is available.”  Therefore, 
vaccinations given any time during the influenza season from the time that season’s 
vaccine is available at a facility through March 31 should be reported in the 
numerator.

• The denominator includes HCP who are physically present in the healthcare facility for 
at least 1 working day from October 1 through March 31

30

Influenza Vaccination Reporting through NHSN

https://www.mcknights.com/news/new-flu-shot-reporting-to-be-streamlined-feds-
say/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NWLTR_MLT_DAILYUPDATE
_010422&elqTrackId=9f013153039e488eadb993670acd6627&elq=90ac970918de48f38ae4ffb7f80
97d76&elqaid=2157&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=1539   

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/faqs/vaccination/faq-influenza-vaccination-summary-reporting.html

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/faqs/vaccination/faq-influenza-vaccination-summary-reporting.html


More Viruses to Look Out For:

31



Parainfluenza Virus Pneumonia

• Parainfluenza virus (PIV) is second in importance only to RSV as a 
cause of lower respiratory tract disease in children 
– Pneumonia and bronchiolitis in <6 months

• Usually second to influenza in elderly
– The signs and symptoms include fever, cough, coryza, dyspnea with 

rales, and wheezing

Source: Mosenifar, Z., et al., Viral Pneumonia

Burdsall, Peterson, Wright, Session 3601 



Rhinovirus

• Accounts for up to 30% of cases of all virus-related pneumonia
• Rhinovirus infection is linked to asthma hospitalizations in both adults and 

children 
• Rhinoviruses can cause up to 32% of all lower respiratory tract infections with 

an identified pathogen in the elderly (> 60 y)
• Identified more frequently than coronaviruses (17%) or influenza viruses (7%)

Source: Mosenifar, Z., et al., Viral Pneumonia

Burdsall, Peterson, Wright, Session 3601 



Coronavirus (Other than SARS-CoV-2)

• Human coronaviruses (HCoVs) cause upper and lower respiratory tract 
infections

• HCoV infection follows a seasonal pattern similar to that of influenza

Source: Mosenifar, Z., et al., Viral Pneumonia

Burdsall, Peterson, Wright, Session 3601 



Human Metapneumovirus (hMPV)

• 10% of respiratory tract infections  
• Distributed worldwide  
• Seasonal distribution 
• Incidence comparable to  influenza   
• most children exposed to virus by age 5
• Young children, older adults  and immunocompromised individuals are at 

risk of severe illness and hospitalization.

Sources: Falsey AR.  Pediatr. Infect. Dis. J. 27 (10 Suppl): S80–3.  
Wikipedia:  Human metapneumovirus

Burdsall, Peterson, Wright, Session 3601 



Adenoviruses
• Little known about mechanisms of  pathogenicity  
• 52 serotypes 
• Age, health of patient, and other unknown host factors are 

believed to play key roles
• Spread by respiratory secretions, infectious aerosols, feces, and 

fomites – very contagious
• Contaminated environmental surfaces harbor virus for weeks. 
• Resistant to lipid disinfectants
• Inactivated by heat, formaldehyde, and bleach. 

Source: Mosenifar, Z., et al., Viral Pneumonia

Burdsall, Peterson, Wright, Session 3601 



Thank you for all that you do. Hang in there.
The goal is preventing infections by providing 

vaccinations, implementing core infection 
prevention and control measures to provide the 
best care and  information for residents, staff, 

and families
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Open Q&A

Submit questions via Q&A pod to All Panelists

Please do not resubmit a single question multiple times

Slides and recording will be made available after the session.
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Reminders

• SIREN Registration
• To receive situational awareness from IDPH, please use this link to guide you 

to the correct registration instructions for your public health related 
classification: http://www.dph.illinois.gov/siren

• NHSN Assistance:   
• Contact Telligen: nursinghome@telligen.com

39

http://www.dph.illinois.gov/siren
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