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Agenda

• COVID-19 Epidemiology 

• COVID Reminders, Updates, and FAQs

• Questions & Answers
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Chicago Dashboard
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Source: https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home/covid-dashboard.html



4https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home/emergency-travel-order.html

Chicago Travel Advisory

• On Friday, March 25, CDPH transitioned Chicago’s COVID-19 Travel Advisory to 
align with the CDC’s COVID-19 Community Levels 



U.S. COVID-19 Community levels
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=all_states&list_select_county=all_counties&data-type=CommunityLevels



Chicago’s Travel Advisory- Updated Guidance

• ALL travelers should:
• Check the map so you know whether the areas you are traveling to are currently 

low, medium, or high risk for COVID 

• Travelers who are age 5 or older who are not up to date with their COVID-19 
vaccines are advised to avoid travel to high-risk (orange) communities 

• If unvaccinated Chicagoans age 5 or older travel to high-risk (orange) counties, 
upon returning to Chicago they should follow CDC guidance 

• Stay home and quarantine for 5 days after travel 

• Take a COVID test 3-5 days after return
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7https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions

CDC Variant Proportions

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions


• The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Nowcast 
data from March 29, 2022 estimates that the proportion of 
COVID-19 cases caused by the Omicron BA.2 variant is above 
50% in Health Human Services (HHS) Region 5, which includes 
Illinois.

• As a result, Sotrovimab is not authorized at this time by the FDA for 
the treatment of COVID-19 in Illinois

• Bebtelovimab is the only monoclonal antibody authorized at this 
time for COVID-19 treatment in Illinois.
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Data as of 3/30/2022

Continued large decline in active outbreaks in 
Skilled Nursing Facilities (Oct. 1, 2021 – Mar. 30, 2022)

18 (23%) SNFs 

have active 

outbreaks



Reminder: CDC COVID Data Tracker
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CDC COVID Data Tracker

• https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=Illinois&data-type=Risk 11



CDC COVID Data Tracker

12



Reminder: Minimum Routine Staff Testing 
Frequency 
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Based on Executive Order and related Emergency Rules

* Unless symptomatic, had a high-risk exposure, or your facility is in outbreak and performing broad-

based testing.

** An individual has not received all COVID-19 vaccinations for which they are eligible, as outlined under 

“up to date”

Vaccination Status Testing Frequency

Unvaccinated 2x a week*

Partially Vaccinated 2x a week*

Vaccinated but not up to date** 2x a week*

Up to date No required routine testing

Source: https://ilsos.gov/departments/index/register/volume46/register_volume46_issue_9.pdf

https://ilsos.gov/departments/index/register/volume46/register_volume46_issue_9.pdf


Update: Minimum Routine Resident
Testing Frequency 
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Vaccination Status Routine Testing Frequency 

Unvaccinated* No required routine testing**

Partially vaccinated* No required routine testing**

Vaccinated but not up to date* No required routine testing**

Up to date* No required routine testing**

New and readmissions, regardless of 

vaccination status, when community 

transmission is low or moderate

No required routine testing**

New and readmissions, regardless of 

vaccination status, when community 

transmission is substantial or high

Must be tested upon admission (unless 

tested within the 72 hours prior to 

admission) and at 5-7 days post-admission

*Excluding new/readmissions when community transmission is substantial or high

**Unless symptomatic, had a high-risk exposure, or your facility is in outbreak and performing broad-

based testing.



Reminder: Work Exclusion for Staff with 
Exposures
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Reminder: Work Exclusions for HCP with 
COVID-19 Infection 
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New: CDC Recommends Additional 
Boosters for Certain Individuals

• On March 29th, the FDA authorized a second booster dose of 
either the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines for individuals 50 years of 
age and older at least 4 months after receipt of a first booster 
dose. 

• A second booster dose can also be administered to 
immunocompromised individuals at least 4 months after receipt 
of the first booster dose. 
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https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2022/s0328-covid-19-boosters.html



Surge Factors
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https://twitter.com/EricTopol/status/1503782013463015427



Update: Isolation for Previously Positive 
Residents who Test Positive Again 
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Symptom Status PCR + Rapid +

30-90 days after 

a previous 

positive

>90 days after a 

previous 

positive

30-90 days 

after a previous 

positive

>90 days after a 

previous positive

Asymptomatic* No need to isolate

Isolate for 10 days 

in the COVID unit

Isolate 10 days in 

a private room in 

the PUI/orange 

zone

Isolate for 10 days in 

the COVID unit

Symptomatic 

(new onset)

Isolate 10 days in a 

private room in the 

PUI/orange zone

Isolate for 10 days 

in the COVID unit

Isolate for 10 

days in a private 

room in the 

COVID unit

Isolate for 10 days in 

the COVID unit

*Asymptomatic residents are not indicated for retesting until >90 days after their prior infection. However, we are aware that these individuals may 
be retested in some instances (e.g., some hospitals test all admissions for COVID, regardless of their prior COVID history)



Request for Information

If you have a resident or staff member who tests positive between 
30-90 days after a previous COVID infection, please email 
Elizabeth.Shane@cityofchicago.org
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mailto:Elizabeth.Shane@cityofchicago.org


Updated IDPH Interim Guidance 
Document
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• IDPH released an updated 
version of their Interim 
Guidance for Nursing Homes 
and Other Licensed Long-
Term Care Facilities 
document on March 22, 2022

• This document supersedes the 
version released on January 
18, 2022

Source: https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/covid19/guidance/ltc/LTC-Guidance_03.22.2022.pdf



Required PPE when Interacting with 
Exposed Residents
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Vaccination Status Type of PPE

Unvaccinated N95, eye protection, gown, and gloves

Partially Vaccinated N95, eye protection, gown, and gloves

*New* Vaccinated but not up to date N95, eye protection, gown, and gloves

Asymptomatic up to date Well fitted mask (and eye protection if 

county is experiencing high or 

substantial transmission)

Symptomatic up to date N95, eye protection, gown, and gloves

Source: https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/covid19/guidance/ltc/LTC-Guidance_03.22.2022.pdf



Testing Requirements for SNF Staff who 
are Not Up to Date 

Regardless of the community transmission level, all staff working in a 
skilled nursing facility who are not up to date on their COVID 
vaccinations must be tested twice a week, unless they had COVID <90 
days ago

Note that some other long-term care setting types have less stringent testing 
requirements when the county is experiencing low or moderate community 
transmission (see page 10 of the updated IDPH guidance document)  
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Source: https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/covid19/guidance/ltc/LTC-Guidance_03.22.2022.pdf



Quarantine of Asymptomatic Exposed 
Residents 
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Vaccination Status Asymptomatic Exposed

Unvaccinated Quarantine for 10 days*

Partially Vaccinated Quarantine for 10 days*

*New* Vaccinated but not up to 

Date

Quarantine for 10 days*

Up to date No quarantined indicated, but 

resident should wear source 

control for 10 days post exposure 

when out of their room

*Quarantine is not indicated if resident had COVID <90 days ago and is asymptomatic

Source: https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/covid19/guidance/ltc/LTC-Guidance_03.22.2022.pdf



New/Readmissions & Residents who 
Leave the Facility: Quarantine & Testing
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Note: Testing is not indicated if  resident had COVID <90 days ago and is asymptomatic

Source: https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/covid19/guidance/ltc/LTC-Guidance_03.22.2022.pdf



Communal Dining & Group Activities
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Source: https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/covid19/guidance/ltc/LTC-Guidance_03.22.2022.pdf

• All residents should wear a mask to and from the dining hall and 
activity room and when not actively eating or drinking

• Residents who are up to date on their COVID vaccinations do not 
need to socially distance from other residents who are up to date 
when dining or participating in group activities

• Residents who are not up to date must maintain a 6 foot distance from 
all other residents during communal dining or group activities
• Note: If a resident who is not up to date was a close contact of a 

confirmed case, they should be placed in quarantine for 10 days and, 
during that period, not participate in communal dining or group activities



Visitation

• Visitors must wear masks when in the facility, except when actively eating and 
drinking

• If both the visitor and the resident are up to date on COVID vaccinations, the 
resident can choose to not wear source control while in their room and may 
choose to have physical contact with the visitor. 

• Visitors should not visit the facility for 10 full days following a positive test

• Visitors who were close contacts of a confirmed case and are up to date on 
their COVID vaccinations can come to the facility as long as they remain 
asymptomatic

• Visitors who were close contacts of a confirmed case and are not up to date 
on their COVID vaccinations should not come to the facility for 10 full days 
following their last exposure (unless they had COVID <90 days ago and are 
asymptomatic)
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Source: https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/covid19/guidance/ltc/LTC-Guidance_03.22.2022.pdf



CPAP/BiPAP

• For asymptomatic residents who are not suspected to have 
COVID:
• If Cook County is experiencing substantial to high community transmission 

levels, HCP must wear a N95 respirator and eye protection when entering 
the room of a resident with CPAP/BiPAP

• If Cook County is experiencing low to moderate transmission levels, the HCP 
must wear a well fitted face mask 
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Source: https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/covid19/guidance/ltc/LTC-Guidance_03.22.2022.pdf



Symptom Screening

“Following a new case in the facility, increase monitoring and 
screening of all residents and HCP for signs and symptoms of 
COVID-19 from daily to each shift until there are no more positive 
cases for 14 days”
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Source: https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/covid19/guidance/ltc/LTC-Guidance_03.22.2022.pdf



FAQ: We just admitted a resident who was 
not up to date on their vaccines but they 
agreed to get a booster on their first day 
here. Do they still need to be under 
quarantine? 

As soon as someone receives their booster shot they are 
considered “up to date”, so this resident doesn’t need to 
be under quarantine after they get the shot. 
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Questions & Answers

For additional resources and upcoming events, 
please visit the CDPH LTCF HAN page at: 

https://www.chicagohan.org/covid-19/LTCF
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